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_ THE MvILITARY SITUATION c02826124

GENERAL

1. There had been 'virtualy no reaction among the
parties conccrned to the US announcement tonight 'of a
US-Soviet cease-fire proposal. . Cairo, Amnan, and Beirut
radios have cazried the announcenent without comment
TASS has also repeated Lt without comientary. neither
.Tripoli, Baghdad, nor Damascus radios have mentioned
the decision.

. 2. At day's end, both Cairo a

25X1 to have inflicted severe losses on
The day !a nnbimfo hlwlev

F, tan and thel"
ness b vu yutan tpe Israel b7 j" f

es -ro e a.. SAr4 sites n oA
1. voud, aive -he IAF" almost orni -

*movement i n the 8 e5 over t e Suezf

3, The Syrian front, continued
quiet. There were some small-scale
engagenecnts today, but the situatic
generally stable over the past week. Innc-ar- .L
Syrians claim 11 Israeli. ai.craft downed; the Israelis

" say that eight Syrian MIGS.Were destroyed.
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EGyt)TIAN FRONT

4. The day closed with both sides holding essen-
tially the. same positions they did in the la.te afternoon.
As usual, both Cairo and Tel Aviv claim to have in-
flicted major lossos on the other side. Israeli Chief
of Staff General Elazar stated late today that "we are y
on the way toward the decisive turning point. " Cairo
spokesman, however, claimed to be, in the process of
eliminating the Israeli force on the west bank, and
spoko of extensive tank battles raging on the east bank
of the canal.

5. One important ieature of today's action on the
Egyptian front was Lh ehack o Payptian S ativitvr

- The Israelis claim to have dest oyed all SAM sites
25X1

Moreover, Eg'pt.an pilots have generally avoided combat
with Israeli aircraft during teh'day. The IAF appears
to be gaining increasing freedom of action in tho skies
over the Suez Canal.

6. Isracli ships and aircraft returned to E at's
nLorth Cast1- ngn .xp osions were reported at
Damiotta, Baltim, and at Rashid some 20 miles east of
Alexandria, and Israeli patrol boats have attakzed
.Egyptian fishing boats off Port Said. These craft
have apparently been used to provide warning of Israeli
sea movements along the.coast.

7. One of the goals of the Israeli forces on
the wcst bank of the canal is apparently to interdict
Egyptian lines of communication. To date, Israel has

insa-',rLc to cUL. t t1L Cairo-Sur- c~ Ci t-y ~ nd tH-i ~ Lrn-
Ismaili rnd5 thus Qetyreucjnco el ma~a h
flow of supplies to Egyptian forces on the east bank.
Moreovor, a malor supolv line at A1-Oantarah has come
under periodic attack by the Israolis. As a result, -
Egyptian forces on the east bank could starL running

-2-
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short of critical items of ammunitidn--specifically
t~ank, antitank, and artillery shells.

8. How long E ' tian forces on 24e ea-t b
maintain p- - face of cur-

tailed su eintesi of the combat
-an tha ' ' --- -4 ' " nr h
We have no information concerning thc amount of supplies
the Egyptians were able to stockpile on the east bank
during the first. two weeks of the war. Naither do we
know tme extent of tho losses inflicted on these stock-
piles by Isracli artillery andi' air attacks. Reports of
intensivo fighting on the cast bank. suggest that ammuni.-
tion expenditures on both aides haVe been substantial.

9. Any supply -shortages should logically first
- affect the. Egyptian forces fighting in the soutnern

sector on the east bank. These forces are cut off on
the east bank by the Israeli corridor leading to Deversoir,
and on the west bank their lines of communication leading
to Sucz City have beeri ruptured or interdicted. Lack
of adeqtuate logistic support will certainly limit the

aggressivens-s of this force and hamper an Egyptian
thrust toward the Pitla or Gidi Pass. Without. knowing

the amount of supplies available to Egyptian forces on
- the 'east bank , however, it is premature to estimate

the days of logistic support available to these forces.

THE SXRIAN FRONT

10. There does not appear. to have been any siq-
nificant ac on on the Syr an .ron- to ay. The situa-
Lion has rema.ined relatively stable for the past week,
despite claims from both sides that their forces were
attacking and co.unterattacking.. There was sporadic
tank and. artillery activity along the front, as well as
some dogfights during which the Syrians claim to have
downed I.. Israeli aircraft. An Israeli opokesman has
said. that eight Syrian MIGs were destroyed.

11. Israeli press reports state taht the Israeli
air force destroyed a bridge on the road from Latakia
to Damascus. The strike could be part of an Israeli.

.3-
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effort to interdict the movement of Soviet-supplied
arms fiom the delivery points to the front.

12. 25X1
force reports that the Israelis were moving thousands of

an, manes to th on ctoer. This
Vagst.d to him t at the Israelis were adopting a de-:
fensive posture in the ;north; This is the mst likely
conc lusion, but mines can be used offensively as well
to protect the flanks of an armored thrust or to bolster
defenses in some sectors whil.e withdrawing maneuver units
to reinforce the main attack,

13 . 25X1
13. as.reported that in their offen-

sive, the .Syrians lost eight tanks for every Israeli tank
destroyed. This. figure incltided large numbers that were
not desLroyed but were immobilized by antitank obstacles.
Once the Israeli defenses were penetrated, however,
Syrian and Israeli tank losses were reported by the UN
toams -to be roughly even.

14. The sample in this observation was limited
but illustrates the increased losses the Israelis could
epect .if they launched .a fr-ontal assault on the ex-
tensive Syrian defenses before Damascus. While the
Israelis probably could gain ground, thcir losses rela-
tive to those of the Arab defenders would be high.
They probably will instead try to defend their present
positions and wear down the Arab attackers. Armored

- attacks to destroy individual Arab units probably would
be conducted, however, if tho; opportunity presented
itself.

JORDAN AND THE CENTRAL FRONT

15. -the 25X1
Jordanian army would like to. become more n.cavily in-
volved in the war but not to the extent that they would
be anxious--at present--tolaunch an attack across the
Jordan River. The army had wanted to attack across the
river, but the deployment of the Jordanian armored
brigade into. Syria dampened their enthusiasm. .The im-
pending nove of a second armored brigade, reported by another
source probably indicates taht the :Jordanians have aban-
doned any near term plans to cross the Jordan.

25X1
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16. The Jordanians will reportedly instead seek to
aintain their fAvorable defensive positions on their

side of the river to prevent the Israelis from crossing
into Jordan to outflank the Syriam- front. Thcre are
two situations, however, in which Jordan reportedly
would feel compelled 'to go on the offensi.ve.'. If the
Syrian front were to collapse, the Jordanians might
attack across the river to relieve the pressure and to
avoid being denounced as traitors by other Arab coun-
tries . On the other hand, if the Israelis were facing
imminent defeat, tho Jordanians would rmove to seize the
West Bank to assure themselves of a role in any peace
settlement. -

MOOD IN JORDAN

25X1

2X a25X1

25X1 bei ' KnI sa n should " ur u a morn
ve ~ri t: cy c lm

not Lo be deceived by Jordan's muasures to make it
appear that the country is on a war footing. Even many
of these measures, they note, have been eased since
the war began; schools have been reopened, the Amman

'airport has been reopened to Alia traffic, and A man
Radio has stopped playing martial music. These moves
and the decision to keep the Allenby Bridge open are
cited as evidence that Jordan is not serious in its war
effort.

18 . Incr.as inq -crit i ' the U t fort
to Israel is also noted that 25X1
this was not strong du2 nire ar.
The people are critLicizing Jordan for relying on the
US as an a.11y, when the other Arab states' ally, the
Soviet Union, is roviding them w ih aid Jordan cannot
get from the US .- widespread praise 25X1
for the Soviets. .

-~5-
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ARAB STATsS
25X1 25X1

Som_ .. Le Arab contributors are irked at Presi-
dent Sadat 's peace proposal.

25X1

ONE ISRAELI'S VIEW

21. An editorialist in the '.jel Aviv newspaper
Davar called on the Israeli Government today to make
a public(, declaration of the secure borders ift requires
and to state its willingness to withdraw in stages to
these borders, aftex: a) a meaningful US-USSR agreement
has been reached liniting the Middle East arms race,
.nd b) the Suez Canal has been cleared and opened to
international, including Israeli, shipping.

22. The commentator exprcssed his view that, despite
Israel's need for secure borders, this war has proved

25X1
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that they are not enough and Aro not, in fact, the princl-
pal element for Israel's sacurity. This, he said, is an 25X1

Carms limitation agreerment. The commenLator would not

25X1 on his urging that Israel be satisied wiIth the
Xariv Iap. *" He noted. on .y that the map, drawn up in

January 1971, contained various contingency lines
ranging from the minimal to tho.maximal, Hie claimed not
to know where- the minimal line lay.

23. The editorialist volunteered that no one in the
government put. him up to the proposal and no one has
talked along these lines in his presence. The embassy,
noting that no other papers have picked up this line,
points out that this commentator has in the past been a

. conduit for the views of.various officials

OIL-

24. Iraq has nationalized the Netherlands' 24-
percent share in the Basiah- Petrol.unm Company i.n .retalia-

-tion for the "flagrant hbstile stand' the Dutch have
adopted to.-;rd -the Arabs , according to Baghdad Radio.
Iraq nationalized the American share in the same company
onl the seconed day of the war.. Today's action follows
Alguria's move yesterday to cut off oil to the
Netherlands.

25. The Persian Gulf sheikhdom of Dubai became
the eights Arab producer to embargo oil shipments to the
US.

MOROCCO

-6 25X1

_he King is-
Increasing. y concerned about the US airlif't. to Israel

and the. publicity beinrg given it. This puts him,he
says, on a .:ightrope trying to balance hi; desire for
friendly relations with teh US anad his support for the .
Arab cause.

7-
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the atmosphere

in Morocco i b coi 'n r more heated in rooction to the
US airlift. in the event of an Arab 25X1
military revera., v .o en actions agains t Anarican -

installations are, likely. Security services are.pre--
pared to put down any demonstrations or attempted
violence.

.- 8-
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